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OUR MISSION : Empowering parents to choose the best education for their children. LOCKDOWN EDUCATION : Click here for tips on education during lockdown.
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There has been a trend over the last years that homeschooling parents are moving away from the South African matric (National Senior Certificate or NSC), and prefer an international matric such as Cambridge or GED/SATS, due to the high costs and the large amount of effort required to get an NSC through home education. This trend is potentially affecting the business of curriculum suppliers that offer the NSC to homeschoolers.

A homeschooling parent has reported on the tuisonderwys mailing list that a curriculum supplier is spreading a rumour that South African universities will be limiting admission of learners that have international matric qualifications. She reports : “I was informed by a curriculum provider [who also caters for the NSC] that South African Universities could lose their state subsidy if they accept more than 10% students with “foreign matric” qualifications i.e. GED-SAT; A-Levels in CIE.  According to them SA home school students not planning to study abroad should reconsider going for a “foreign matric qualification” for this reason.”

Leendert van Oostrum from the Pestalozzi Trust reacted to these rumours as follows:

“Yes, I have also heard those rumours. I have not taken them seriously, but they are becoming more frequent. Because, as you said, this one comes from a curriculum provider who has an interest in spreading a rumour such as that.

 I have not taken these rumours seriously, for the following reasons:

 

	It is reasonable to limit the number of foreign nationals (and even foreign residents) who study at state subsidised institutions in South Africa. Most countries do that. The reason is that government should limit spending of state revenues on persons who have not contributed to those revenues by paying taxes.


	It is not reasonable to extend such a limitation to South African residents who have contributed to those revenues from birth. SARS probably does not see it that way in terms of its technical defenitions, but in reality a one day old baby can be considered a tax payer, paying 14% tax on his first disposable nappy. In practice, the tax on those nappies - and everything else - should come back to him in the form of services including university education.


	Conversely, there are a number of residents and citizens of foreign countries, mainly neighbouring countries and the Middle Eastern oil states, who write the South African NSS every year. If the rumour is correct and complete, it would mean that such applicants would be eligible to be included in the quota of subsidised South African students, and use tax payer's money.


	In addition, such a restriction would militate against the students right to education and his right to equality, as well as against the university's right to academic freedom (which includes the right to choose its students).


 

 

 

 

I suspect, therefore, that there is indeed a limitation on foreign RESIDENTS, but not on foreign QUALIFICATIONS, and that people who have an interest in selling the rubbish South African matric may misread the document slightly to their advantage. It is also possible that admission staff at some universities misread such a document. And education officials are notorious for misreading and often misrepresenting almost anything but especially laws and policies.

…

What I can say is this: If any member of the Pestalozzi Trust who is in possession of a "foreign" qualification is refused entry into a university on the excuse that the quota for foreign students is full, the Trust will challenge such a decision, regulation or law, in court if necessary.”

Homeschooling parents that are misled by such rumours can make the wrong decision on the matric options for their child and it can cost them tens of thousands of rands and years of frustration. To avoid this, parents should be part of the homeschooling community and join websites and forums that are not associated with any specific curriculum or homeschooling approach. Before parents make a decision on matric, they should consider all options. The sahomeschoolers.org website provides a description of all the options through which homelearners can obtain a matric. Join the website and download the article for free.
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Stay Informed


When you subscribe to the blog, we will send you an e-mail when there are new updates on the site so you wouldn't miss them.
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Bouwe van der Eems and his wife Debbie have been homeschooling their five children since 2000. Bouwe is actively involved in the Association for Homeschooling and the Pestalozzi Trust and has taken part in various meeting with Department officials since 2004. With his family he has been running the SAHomeschoolers website since 2010.
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Excellent post.  This should reassure parents who are concerned about getting foreign qualifications.  Thank you.
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Diegene wat oorweeg om hulle kinders na 'n Suid-Afrikaanse universiteit te stuur moet ook die waardes in ag neem van die portuurgroep op universiteit waaraan hulle kinders blootgestel gaan word. Die Burger berig : "Meer as 70% van studente by die meeste tersiêre instellings is seksueel aktief, terwyl hulle op die meeste kampusse al 8 of 9 seksmaats gehad het."
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Legal & Research






Research on Home Education


Research on home education consistently proves that home learners 
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Homeschooling and the law


Home schooling was recognized in 1996 in the SA Schools Act.
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History of homeschooling in SA


History of home education in South Africa (Wikipedia article)
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Learning centre overview


Homeschool, micro-school, learning centre, unregistered private 
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Start a Learning Centre


Important considerations when starting a learning centre   
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Find a learning centre


There are various ways to find learning centres.  Since there is 
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Homeschool Family blogs


Blogs by homeschooling families that share their experiences and ...
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Tutors


Tutors provide additional support to homeschooling parents. ...
...
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Support Groups


Forums where parents and learners discuss issues with each other and ...
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Assessment Tools


Homeschoolers make use of a variety of formal and informal ...
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Welcome / Welkom


SAHomeschoolers.Org is an independent website that promotes home ...
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	FAQ's to homeschooling parents	





									
1. Is homeschooling legal in South Africa?

Yes. Since 1994, the right for parents to home educate their children was  ...
								















	FAQ's to homeschooled children	





									
1. Why do you homeschool?

Many homelearners just never go to school as their parents decide to continue teaching them ...
								















	Advantages and disadvantages of home education	





									
What are the pros of home education?

Most homeschooling parents want to develop the full personality of their childre ...
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												A.C.E (Gr R - 12)											






												  
   
 The A.C.E. programme is uniquely suited to home education, developing character in 									
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												We offer children in South Africa the opportunity to begin their career in academia in a setting 									
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  If you are operating a learning centre, send your email address to This email address is being 									
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												Clowder Bookstore											






												  
 Explore The Clowder Bookstore. Our primary focus is on supplying books to homeschooling 									
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 Explore The Clowder Bookstore. Our primary focus is on supplying books to homeschooling 									
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												Coding and Robotics											






 
  
Solutions for allCoding and RoboticsFoundation Phase Workbooks and Teacher’s Guides
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												Cottage School 											






												Join the S.A. Cottage Schools and Tutors Facebook group. The purpose of this group is to connect 									
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												Cottage Schools 											






												A forum to connect cottage school operators and parents. 
 Click here to visit the Facebook group.									
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 Dumb Ox Learning offers Advanced Placement exams. (APs)
What are AP exams? 
 They are 									
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 Dynamic Learning offers Mathematics video tutorials for grades 10 to 12. 
   
 Designed 									
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 Dynamic Learning offers Mathematics video tutorials for grades 10 to 12. 
   
 Designed by 									
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												Dynamis											







Martie du Plessis from Dynamis, an educational consultant, home education specialist and 
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												Edu8SA: Curriculum 											






												  
 Our program is easy to navigate, making learning simple and easy! 
 We offer 26 different 									
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 At IGOaanlyn/EGDonline the student will: 

Have full access to educator support
Work 									
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												Most Flexible & Affordable Online Cambridge School. 
   
 You can study anytime, anywhere at 									
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												Learn, code and 											






												 
Introducing ubbu!An Adventure of Code and Play!
   
 Learn, Code and Create with ubbu 
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ubbuIntroducing ubbu!An Adventure of Code and Play! 
 Learn, Code and Create with ubbu 
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												LEARNING TO READ 											






												  
  
   
 Parents and educators – these popular reading books with outstanding track record of 
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												Leories Akademie											






												  
Leories Akademie is 'n bekostigbare, passievollekurrikulumverskaffer. 
  
Graad R – 11
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												Moria Tuisskool											






												 
N AFRIKAANSE TUISONDERWYS KURRIKULUM MET CHRISTELIKE BEGINSELS VAN INTERNASIONAAL GEYKTE 									
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Solutions for allCoding and RoboticsFoundation Phase Workbooks and Teacher’s Guides 
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												Sunrise readers: 											






 
   
 Parents and educators - these popular reading books with an outstanding track record of 
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												Syllabis Education											






												Syllabis Learning strives to be the leading provider of Standards-based homeschooling solutions in 									
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												The Learning Studio											






												  
 

 
🚀 Elevate Your Child's Homeschooling Journey with The Learning Studio in Kuils River, 									
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												UCT Online High 											






												UCT Online High School for the Cambridge IGCSE qualificationThe most affordable official Cambridge 									
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												UCT Online High 											






												  
 UCT Online High School for the National Senior Certificate (NSC) 
 Level up with South 									
											



													Readmore												



















[image: ]	









												UCT Online High 											






												The UCT Online High School aims to unleash Africa’s potential by offering a world-class high school 									
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												Wingu Academy											






												  
 "Re-imagining Education: Wingu Academy and The Angela Academy Join Forces to Provide High-Tech 									
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